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ARTIST STATEMENT

A claim on tomorrow

Cyberpunk Times began with an obsession with light. Digital art lets color emit

instead of reflect — it glows rather than sits — and cyberpunk is the language built

for that luminosity. I took that electric, after-dark palette and handed it to people

who rarely get to stand at the center of the future. Each figure is a woman drawn

from a different culture — Yoruba, Quechua, Korean, Amazigh, Ethiopian, Persian,

and more — crowned in neon and gold, rendered in bold graphic-novel line and flat

cel color. Around them I build Afrofuturist worlds: cities of domes and pyramids,

night markets, cosmic goddesses with hair made of stars. This is not nostalgia for

any single tradition; it is a claim on tomorrow. Heritage and high technology are not

opposites — in this series they share the same glow, proof that the future is most

beautiful when everyone is lit up inside it.
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01 Gold Circuit Crown 02 Neon Braids
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03 Cyber Hanfu 04 Luminous Henna
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05 The Geometry Veil 06 Fiber-Optic Feathers
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07 Chrome Mohawk 08 Bloom & Ink
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09 City of Gold Domes 10 The Night Market
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11 Star-Crowned 12 Pyramids & Spires
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13 Cowrie Crown 14 Cross & Gold
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15 Neon Locs 16 Urucum Light
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17 Luminous Hanbok 18 Baybayin Sun
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19 The Calligraphy Veil 20 Silver & Ink
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21 Dreaming in Dots 22 Woven Frequencies

Cyberpunk Times — Afrofuturist neon (2026)

Loli Mari Montalvo — Cyberpunk Times (2026) 13 / 15



23 Throne of Light 24 Moonlit Caravan
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Heritage and high technology share the same glow.

View the full series at lolimari.com/art · Collect at fineartsloli.com

lmontalvo@pratt.edu
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